Small lymphocytic non-Hodgkin's lymphoma of suppressor/cytotoxic T-cell phenotype [CD4(-), CD8(+)].
An unusual case of small lymphocytic non-Hodgkin's lymphoma of suppressor/cytotoxic T-cell phenotype is described. The patient presented with significant involvement of the spleen, lymph nodes, and bone marrow, but without a leukemic phase. Most small lymphocytic lymphomas are of B-cell phenotype, and those of T-cell origin are overwhelmingly of T-helper/inducer phenotype. Furthermore, T-cell lymphoproliferative lesions of suppressor/cytotoxic phenotype generally present as leukemias comprising large granular lymphocytes. This case reveals that suppressor/cytotoxic T lymphocytes may give rise to a lymphoproliferative disorder with a distinctive phenotype and presentation.